
CMS Principal's Weekly Letter (Sunday Edition) 
Happy Sunday! 
We had a great first week, capped off with a fantastic, fun-filled, Back to School Dance hosted by the CMS 
Leadership class and sponsored by our wonderful PTO.  With another busy week ahead I’ll highlight the 
upcoming events you need to be aware of and add in a few important reminders at the bottom.  Be sure to 
check the calendar at the bottom of this email for our upcoming event schedule.  
The Week Ahead 
Serve-A-Thon:  On Monday we will kick off our only fundraising project for the school year, the Serve-A-Thon. 
Students will be participating in a kick-off assembly during 5th or 6th period.  At the end of the assembly students 
will be provided with an information packet that includes pledge sheets and details for the Serve-A-Thon 
fundraiser.  Please look for this packet tomorrow evening and review the program with your student.  This 
fundraiser usually brings in over $75,000.00 for our PTO and these funds are used all year to the benefit of our 
students and programs.  Thank you in advance for your support of this program!  Tomorrow a letter detailing 
the Serve-A-Thon will be emailed home to you.  
Sports Sign-Ups (SportsNet) and Tryouts: 
The window is closing soon for Sportsnet registration, our online format for collecting important information 
about your student prior to tryouts.  Sportsnet registration will close on Thursday, August 23rd by 5:00 PM and 
tryouts for our fall sports begin Monday, August 27th.  Due to the amount of information that is processed in 
order to clear all students wishing to participate in tryouts we are unable to extend any sign-up 
deadlines.  If you are unable to access Sportsnet or are having trouble navigating the program, please contact 
Cathleen Rice, Secretary to the Athletic Director for assistance.  Cathleen may be reached during normal 
school hours at 624-2785.  
  
Fall Sports Tryout Schedule: 
Soccer (Boys and Girls): Monday, August 27th; 3:00 – 4:15 
Volleyball – TBD 
Cross Country – Tuesday, September 4th 

8th Grade Ohana Day: On Thursday we will be hosting our annual 8th Grade Ohana Day Activity.  Ohana Day, 
coming from the Hawaiian word for family, is a day of teambuilding activities designed to unify our 8th grade 
class and provide them with an important message about their role as leaders in our school community.   In 
addition to lunch and a series of teambuilding activities our students receive a free Ohana Day sweatshirt and 
will hear a positive message from PE Teacher, Jake Glazier, who will encourage them to find a passion in their 
lives while avoiding drugs and alcohol. This event is completely free for our 8th Grade students. Students 
should dress in casual, comfortable athletic wear, bring a water bottle, and come equipped with sun protection 
including hats and sunscreen.  We’re looking forward to this fantastic event! 
  
Reminders 
Traffic Reminder!  
This week we receive numerous phone calls, emails, text messages, and even pictures of people 
making poor decisions during drop off and pick up time.  I know the situation is not perfect but it is 
critical that we work hard to keep our students and families safe!  Please do not let your child out of the 
car or pick them up anywhere except designated drop off and pick up areas.  This does not include 
slowly moving traffic in the turn lane on Carmel Valley Road!  Remember, in just a few short years your 
child will be driving and they will follow the examples you set for them behind the wheel more than any 
rules/laws they learn in Drivers Ed.  Thank you for helping to keep all our students safe! 
Drop Off and Pick Up: On most afternoons our parking lot will be cleared by 3:00 but with current road 
construction issues things will obviously be more challenging.  As many of you experienced this morning 
and again this afternoon, drop off and pick up can be slow, crowded, and at times, frustrating.  First, please be 
patient and remember we’re all in this together.  Aggressive driving doesn’t help anyone, endangers everyone, 



and, quite frankly, everyone will know who you are and they’ll call me to ask you to slow down.  Fun 
conversation… 
If folks follow the guidelines below, things will run much more smoothly overall.  

1. Always pull forward as far as possible before allowing your student to exit the vehicle. With 
limited curb space this is important as stopping early does not allow the cars behind you to make it 
to the curb.  

2. Ask you student to be ready to exit/enter your car quickly. This helps keep the line moving, so 
please gather up that backpack and say your goodbyes before pulling up to the curb.  

3. Do not encourage your children to run out into the lanes for a mid-lane pickup. I saw more of 
this today than ever before and while we get that traffic was stopped today, this is a dangerous habit 
that will lead to a student being struck by a car.  Please pick up students only along the curb, at 
the gym, or in the upper parking lot in front of the school.  

4. Try a carpool! We had two different carpool to school days last year and in each case traffic was 
significantly lighter than normal. 20 fewer cars make a huge difference. 

5. Finally, come early in the morning and late in the afternoon. Arriving by 7:30 AM will make your 
experience much less stressful as you will avoid the late rush of cars that pile up between 7:35-7:45. 
Also, planning to pick up your child at 3:00 rather than 2:45 will provide enough gap time for our 
traffic circle to clear.  

Lockers:  7th and 8th Grade lockers will be assigned sometime this week.  Announcements will be made 
regarding locker assignment days and students will be able to secure a locker and lock during lunch time for 
use throughout the school year.  
PE Clothes: If you decided not to wait in the huge line that formed for PE clothes at the BBQ last night and 
didn’t get a chance to purchase them, don’t worry.  Students may purchase PE clothes in the Student Store or 
Office during lunchtime.  
Forgotten Items and school day deliveries: We do not deliver items that were forgotten at home to our 
students during class time.  Instead, we have a set of shelves in the office and we ask parents to drop off items 
on these shelves to allow their child the opportunity to pick them up on their own.  At some point, someone will 
get frustrated with us for this policy, however, with over 620 students on campus, deliveries of personal items, 
like forgotten lunch, shoes for basketball practice, or a sleeping bag for a Friday night sleepover, simply create 
far too many classroom interruptions for us to allow the delivery of these items.  Please review this policy and 
come to an agreement with your child and let them know that if an item, like lunch, is forgotten, they should 
check the shelves in the office to see if you delivered that item.  If lunch is forgotten and not delivered, hungry 
students should check in with our cafeteria where they can charge a meal on their account.  Thank you for 
helping us to preserve the classroom environment for learning by limiting classroom interruptions.  
Calendar 
August 
23. Fall sports registration closes 5:00 p.m. 
24. School Closed - Car Week 
27 - 30. Sport tryouts 
29. Back to School Night, CMS 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
29. Picture Day  
31. Minimum Day - School dismissed 12:00 p.m. 
September 
3. Labor Day - School Closed 
5 - 7. 7th Grade Monterey Bay Outdoor Education - All Day 
17. - 21. Cougar Spirit Week 
24. - 28. 8th Grade Lava Beds Trip 
October 
2. - 4. Fall Conferences 
3. CMS Fall Strings Concert, CMS Theater, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 



8. - 12. October Break - School Closed 
16. Picture Retake Day 
17. Rosicrucian Museum 6th Grade - All Day 
19. Rosicrucian Museum 6th Grade - All Day 
25. CMS/CHS Fall Choir Concert, CHS Theater, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
26. Minimum Day - School dismissed at 12:00 
 






